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Many will have heard of the sad loss of Jim Hitchen, past president of Perth City and a stalwart supporter of the club for many years. It is impossible to put into a few words just how significant a contribution Jim made to swimming and sport in general, both in Tayside and at a national level, but his many friends would like to take this opportunity to share with you some of the many highlights in a lifetime of achievement.

Jim began his long association with Perth swimming when his daughter and son decided that they wanted to become involved in the competitive sport. This was in the early 1980’s and as Donna and Andrew enjoyed training with Perth Pullars Jim offered to join the club committee and began to devote numerous hours in helping in the administration side of the club. He entered into this project wholeheartedly, as he always did, and soon ended up on the Perth Area Committee as well as becoming a Perth Pullars delegate at the Midlands Swimming Committee.

As well as being heavily involved in the administration of the Perth club he also helped coach the young swimmers at the club and instigated the idea of training camps away from home. Far flung places such as Aviemore and even Newcastle ( a trip to a foreign country ! ) are well remembered by some of Perth Pullars youngsters. Stories are recounted of swimmers being driven back to their accommodation by the police!! as they had upset some of the local youths at the bowling alley ! The police also escorted some young swimmers back to their chalet in Aviemore as they thought they would escape from the chaperones for a short while in the evening but the local constabulary were on the lookout for some prowlers and mistaken identity became the coaches problem to be resolved ! A young Andrew Hitchen was one of the escapees and he along with his fellow colleagues had to endure a rather grueling swim set the next morning. Child protection officers did not exist in those days!

Jim’s expertise on the administration side was brought to the attention of the Sports Council and he began his long association with this body in the 1980’s and was heavily involved in the discussion and planning for the new swimming pool to be built. Expectations were high as first of all a 50 metre pool was considered with spectator areas and other amenities. Hopes were dashed as the plans changed to a 6 lane 25 metre pool until finally when Princess Anne opened the pool gasps of horror as the pool had 6 lines but only 5 lanes!! Somebody had made a slight error which was only revealed at the opening ceremony.

Jim continued to be a key player in the club as Perth Pullars moved from the old pool to the new site as we know it today. He was a calm member of the committee who always remained level headed. He was a dependable ear for everyone and had the ability to rationalize things and take things forward. He made things happen and got things done always for the benefit of the young club swimmers.

Moving onto the 90’s Jim rose to the position of Club President. By this time Perth Pullars had celebrated it’s centenary and had been renamed Perth City. He worked tirelessly and had a vision that to help the swimmers progress the club needed to appoint a part-time swimming development officer. He managed to convince the local sports development team that this was the way forward and in 1993 this post became a reality. A Perth and Kinross Performance group was set up with the best youngsters from Aberfeldy, Blairgowrie, Kinross and Perth training together every Tuesday evening for one hour. Success followed as these youngsters competed as a composite team at national level and began to win medals and put Perth and Kinross on the map.

Building from this success a full-time post was created in Perth and Kinross. Unfortunately funding for this only lasted two years. 

Using his sport council influence Jim worked with Angus, Dundee and Perth sports councils and was the main catalyst for the formation of the Tayside Swim Team. The most talented swimmers from all swimming clubs in Tayside joined for regular training camps both within our own area and also at Glasgow, Edinburgh or East Kilbride for long course training. A rich spell of success came in the second half of the 90’s with Tayside competing against all the top clubs in Scotland ,who had full time professional coaches, and winning many national titles and also holding Scottish Records. Tayside represented Scotland in the National Speedo Leagues at Coventry and Crystal Palace which was the highlight of the year in club competitions. Jim was the key player in helping devise development plans to constantly secure budgets from a wide variety of sources to allow all these opportunities to take place. Training camps went further afield with trips to Millfield, Club La Santa in Lanzarote, Canet in the South of France to name but a few. His wife, Sheila, became the training camp organiser although she never actually got to go on a trip until very recently Jim permitted her to go to Cyprus with Perth City!

Jim was president of Perth City, Perth Area, Midlands District and also took up the office of President of Scottish Amateur Swimming Association in 2006 and was a very proud man when the National Team had a remarkable set of results at the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne just after he took up his official position.

Despite carrying out his numerous admin. tasks for the association, the sports council, the district and the club Jim never forgot his roots and his desire to work with the youngsters was obvious as he coached on Friday nights at the club. His dry sense of humour was never far from the surface as he frequently told the youngsters training how his granny could swim faster than them!

Sadly Jim will be very much missed by everyone at Perth City both young and old. In the course of the last three decades he has had an impact on many people in a very positive way. Hopefully in the next decades we can maintain the high standards that Jim set for the club and by following his example we can continue to be an important part of the local community and help youngsters strive to achieve their potential in life and support them as they develop and learn about themselves. 
Ann Dickson

